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1. Delivery Partners 

 

 

The CLAHRC is a collaboration of academics, clinicians 
and managers who undertake high quality applied health 
research focused on the needs of patients and service 
users, supporting the translation of research evidence into 
practice in the NHS and social care. 
For more information visit www.clahrc-eoe.nihr.ac.uk 
 
 

  

 
 

Eastern Academic Health Science Network is one of 15 
Academic Health Science Networks (AHSNs) set up to 
spread innovation at pace and scale across the 
healthcare system – to achieve the ultimate goals of both 
improving health and generating economic growth. For 
more information visit www.eahsn.org 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

2. Introduction 

The ability to successfully secure external grants is essential for many researcher across 
our region. While calls for applications are inherently competitive, we increasingly see 
awarding bodies seeking evidence of collaboration across institutions. In addition, funders 
are often seeking applications to span one or more area of expertise, which unless 
researchers have the necessary opportunities to collaborate acts as a barrier for researchers 
applying.  
 
The East of England is home to some of the most respected and inventive academic 
institutions in the UK. The CLAHRC, and Eastern AHSN have come together to support our 
research communities to collaborate and get ahead of the curve.  
 
We intend to embark upon this new approach to support researchers interested in applying 
for the current National Institute for Health Research (NIHR) call for clinical and applied 
health research into the evaluation of healthcare interventions, health services, social care 
and/or public health measures for older people with complex needs. Our intention will be 
that this approach can then be replicated for other applied research grant opportunities in 
the future. 
 
The intention is that we will run a 1 ½ day workshop and will then select up to three proposals 
which will be endorsed by the delivery partners and offered further customised support. 
  

3. Learning Objectives 

The objectives of the workshop are:  

• to build the capacity of regional researchers preparing NIHR proposals through 

customised match-making and support.  

• to strengthen collaboration between the regions academic/research institutions    

• to establish longer term communities of interest for the regions researchers  

If you attend the session you will be supported to create an enhanced abstract of your 

research, you will have access to a broader network of colleagues, and you will be given 

an opportunity to pitch for follow-up support and endorsement from the delivery partners. 

3. Residential Workshop Format  

Venue: Madingley Hall, University of Cambridge Campus, CB23 8AQ 

Proposed dates: 13 & 14 September 2017  

Day 1: Networking Dinner  

16:30 – 17:00 Welcome Meet-up and briefing  

18:00 – 21:00 Delegates will attend a networking dinner where they will hear from 
the delivery partners, agree some ground rules, get to know one 
another and identify potential synergies between proposals in 
advance of the workshop.  

 

Day 2: Workshop  

08:30 – 08:45  Spirit of the day and recap of the call  
 

08:45 – 09:15 Summary of suggested clustering of emergent themes, initial 
feedback and discussion 



 

09:15 – 11:00 Group work: delegates will be invited to join cluster groups to test 
the feasibility of potential collaboration(s). 

Break   

11:15 –12:30  Research Question and Gaps: Facilitators will support the groups to 
develop research question(s), outline methods and identify broader 
potential collaboration(s).  

12:30 – 13:30 
 

Working Lunch: 
Public and Patient Involvement drop-in session  

13:30 – 15:00 
 

Development of group presentations (3 slides) 

Break  

15:15 – 17:00 Pitches: Each group will be given 10 minutes to pitch their project 
idea to the delivery partners. Followed by Q&A (Steve, Peter & PPI) 

Comfort break   

17:30 – 18:00 Delivery partners announce selection of three project ideas  
 

 

4. How to Apply 

The session is fully funded but spaces are limited to 20. Therefore, we are inviting 

interested individuals to submit an application for a space. 

The session will be fast paced and successful applicants will need to demonstrate a 

commitment to collaborate with others and a willingness to share their ideas.  

If you would like to attend the workshop, please send an expression of interest (max 2 

sides of A4) to Helen.Oliver@eahsn.org by midday on 05 September 2017 setting out 

the following information  

1. Name 

2. Organisation 

3. Why you would like to be considered for a place on the workshop 

4. How does your research idea fit with the aims of the AHSN and CLAHRC 

5. What research expertise do you bring to the workshop 

6. A summary of the research proposal you have in mind at present 

7. What potential collaborations you are seeking from the group 

8. If you would require overnight accommodation 

We look forward to receiving your applications 

Best Wishes 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Professor Claire Goodman 
CLAHRC 

Dr Steve Feast 
Eastern AHSN 

Dr Louise Lafortune 
CLAHRC 
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Appendix 1  

Highlight Notice  

NIHR Theme: Complex Health and Care Needs in Older People 

Supporting research to improve outcomes for older people with complex health and care 

needs  

https://www.nihr.ac.uk/funding-and-support/documents/themed-

calls/Complex%20Health%20Needs%20Highlight%20Notice%20FINAL%20VERSION.pdf 
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